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musical critic that he got his foot set firmly on the first
rung of the ladder; but Music, in the magnetic personality
of George John Vandeleur Lee, brought about his first
change of address.
Musically speaking. Lee swept Shaw's mother off her
feet, and together they so filled 33 Synge Street, the Shaws*
small house where Bernard was born, with the musical din
of voice training, scales, operatic scores, and musical even-
ings, that the neighbours complained. The dynamic Lee
promptly transported the whole family to bigger quarters
at i Hatch Street, where they lived, Lee included (but ^
without the faintest breath of scandal), until 1872 when'
Mrs. Shaw and her two daughters, preceded by Lee, ven-
tured to London. Left behind in Dublin, Mr. Shaw and
his sixteen-year-old son went into lodgings at 61 Harcourt
Street.
The casual, come-and-go-as-you-please Bohemian atmo-
sphere of the Hatch Street menage was somewhat spoilt by
respectable society's discovery of a skeleton there. Not
that it was difficult to discover, for, in the person of Shaw's
father, it refused to be confined to its cupboard. The
head of the family, in theory a teetotaller, drank. When
the habit worsted htm he was racked with shame and
humiliation, but he remained incurable. He had, how-
ever, a strong sense of the ludicrous, and was so completely
possessed by the comic spirit that what in most men's lives
would have been material for tragedy, in his became merely
uproarious anticlimaxes. Thus when he was told that his
business had collapsed, and ruin stared him in the face, he
found the catastrophe so irresistibly amusing that he had
to retreat hastily from the office to an empty corner of the
warehouse, and laugh until he was exhausted. This irre-
pressible comic sense prevented his bouts of drinking from
becoming sordid; and his family felt instinctively that by
laughing at the humiliations he brought on them they would
render them at least endurable. Of this gift for comedy
Bernard Shaw inherited a full share. With ribald common
sense and the ability to assess an amiable weakness at its
true value, he remarks that if one cannot get rid of a family
skeleton one may as well make it dance, and describes a